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Position: Minister of Foreign Affairs

Topic A: Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the United Mexican States is responsible for
conducting the country’s foreign policy, representing national interests abroad, and promoting
international cooperation in accordance with constitutional principles. In relation to the
protection of civilians in armed conflict, the Ministry plays a central role in diplomatic
engagement, multilateral negotiations, and cooperation with international organizations,
including the United Nations. Through this mandate, the Ministry seeks to uphold international
humanitarian law and protect vulnerable populations affected by conflict.

Mexico is not currently involve in international armed conflicts; however, global
instability directly impacts national interests through forced migrations, humanitarian crises, and
regional insecurity. Ongoing conflicts in different regions have increased refugee flows and
strained international humanitarian systems, creating challenges that require diplomatic
coordination. For Mexico, addressing these issues is essential to maintaining regional stability,
protecting human rights, and strengthening international legal frameworks.

The actions of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are guided by Article 89 of the Mexican

Constitution, which establishes the principles of non-intervention, peaceful resolution of



disputes, respect for human rights, and international cooperation. Additionally, Mexico is bound
by international humanitarian law through its ratification of the Geneva Conventions and other
relevant treaties. These legal and policy frameworks ensure that all ministerial actions remain
consistent with national law and international obligations.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has actively participated in United Nations forums
addressing the protection of civilians and has supported diplomatic initiatives aimed at
strengthening humanitarian access in conflict zones. Mexico has contributed personnel to UN
peacekeeping missions in non-combat roles and has promoted resolutions focusing on the
protection of women and children in armed conflict. Furthermore, the Ministry has coordinated
humanitarian assistance efforts through cooperation with international organizations.

To effectively address the protection of civilians, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs works
closely with the Ministry of National Defense, the Ministry of the Interior, and the Ministry of
Finance to ensure coherent policy implementations. The Ministry also collaborated with non-
governmental organizations and international humanitarian agencies to facilitate aid delivery and
monitor human rights conditions. This inter-ministerial and multi-actor coordination strengthens
Mexico’s diplomatic and humanitarian response.

Mexico maintained active engagement with the United Nations, the Organization of
American States, and other regional bodies to promote the protection of civilians in armed
conflict. The ministry has supported Security Council resolutions aimed at reinforcing
international humanitarian law and has participated in multilateral negotiations seeking peaceful
solutions to conflicts. Mexico has consistently favored diplomatic dialogue and collective action

over unilateral military measures,



The primary priorities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs include strengthening
international cooperation for civilian protection, promoting accountability for violations of
international humanitarian law, and ensuring humanitarian access to affected populations. In the
long term, the Ministry seeks to reinforce multilateral institutions and preventive diplomacy
mechanisms to reduce the occurrence and impact of armed conflicts.

The Ministry proposes increasing diplomatic efforts to support UN-led peace negotiations
and enhancing cooperation with humanitarian organizations to improve civilian protection
mechanisms. Additionally, the Ministry supports the expansion of training programs on
international humanitarian law for peacekeeping personnel and diplomatic staff. Mexico also
advocates for increased international funding for humanitarian assistance and stronger
monitoring systems to ensure compliance with international law.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs reaffirms its commitment to the protection of civilians in
armed conflict through diplomacy, cooperation, and respect for international law. By
strengthening multilateral engagement and promoting solutions, Mexico seeks to contribute to

international stability and the safeguarding of human dignity.
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